Zion Lutheran Church
“For Such a Time
as This”
The Book of Esther

January 15-16, 2022
Second Sunday of Epiphany
Welcome & Announcements
Opening Songs: Stand In Your Love
Oh Come To The Altar
Invocation
Confession and Forgiveness
Scripture Readings
Old Testament Lesson:
Esther 2:1-4, 19-23
After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what she had done
and what had been decreed against her. Then the king's young men who attended him said, “Let beautiful young
virgins be sought out for the king. And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather
all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who
is in charge of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. And let the young woman who pleases the king
be queen instead of Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so…
Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate. Esther
had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai
just as when she was brought up by him. In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and
Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus. And this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the
king in the name of Mordecai. When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged
on the gallows. And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Epistle Lesson:
Romans 12:1-2
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
1

the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect.
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel
John 12:35-46
So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest
darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the
light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and
hid himself from them. Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, so that
the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, “He has
blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn,
and I would heal them.” Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. Nevertheless, many
even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not
be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from
God. And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. And
whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may
not remain in darkness.
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Song of the day: God, I Look To You
Sermon Title:

For Such A Time As This: A Dark World

Pastor Ripke

Offering
Prayers
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Communion
Song: Mighty To Save
Blessing
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