Zion Lutheran Church

November 27-28, 2021
First Weekend of Advent
Service of Prayer and Preaching (page 260)
Welcome & Announcements
Opening Hymn:

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

LSB #345

Sing Praise to the God of Israel

LSB #936

Invocation
Opening Versicles
Advent Responsory
Old Testament Canticle

Scripture Readings
Old Testament Lesson:
Genesis 15:1-6
After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great
reward.” But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be
my heir.” Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and
blood will be your heir.” He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as
righteousness.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Epistle Lesson:
Titus 2:1-8
You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect,
self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they
live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can urge the younger women to
love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their
husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. In
everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech
that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Lesson
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
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Gospel Lesson:
Luke 1:1-25
Please Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were
handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself
have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent
Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. In the time of Herod king of Judea there
was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of
Aaron. Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. But
they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. Once when Zechariah’s
division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the
assembled worshipers were praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the
altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. He
will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will
bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous-to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you
and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did
not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah
and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had
seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. When his time of service was
completed, he returned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.
“The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the
people.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Advent Responsory (p. 263)
Apostles’ Creed
Hymn of the Day:
Sermon:

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
“On Duty”

LSB #352
Pastor Ripke

Offering
Prayer (p. 265)
Collect of the Day
P: Stir up, we implore You, Your power, O Lord, and come that by Your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and be saved by Your mighty deliverance, for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Collect for the Word
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
Closing Hymn:

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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