Zion Lutheran Church Information Bulletin
Weekend of November 28, 2021
Worship Services: Saturday 5PM, Sunday 8AM, 10:30AM (Family Praise Worship) & Monday 6:30PM

Giving Online
Visit our website www.zionmarengo.net and click on "GIVING ONLINE" to make a one-time offering
or set up regular contributions.

Voters' Meeting, December 12, 2021 at 11:45 AM
Please plan to attend our regular quarterly voters' meeting on Sunday, Dec. 12, at 11:45 a.m. in the
sanctuary. Among items we will discuss are a reading of a proposed amendment to the congregation
constitution formally permitting electronic (Zoom, etc.) meeting attendance for Board of Directors'
meetings as well as a financial update as we go through the second quarter of our fiscal year.

College Care Boxes
This is the last weekend we are collecting for the College Care Boxes. You can bring donations through
Monday night. We will pack up the boxes after church Monday night. Thank you for your donations!!!
A Thrivent Action Team will be paying the shipping charges for us.

Prayers for our Principal
Our Zion call team is working to consider candidates for principal at Zion in 2022-2023 and beyond,
but you can help right now: After each worship service, you are invited to join with others outside the
main Zion school entrance for a few minutes of prayer for our future principal. Rain, snow, or shine-hope to see you there today!

Christmas Poinsettia Tree!
The Altar Guild is bringing back the the Poinsettia Tree for the Christmas services! For those not
familiar with it, we ask members of the congregation to purchase poinsettia plants through the Altar
Guild. The plants are yours to keep after the Christmas services. We "borrow" them to create a tree
made of poinsettias that is displayed at the front of the church. There are forms in the narthex to fill out.
The plants can be purchased as a memorial for passed loved ones, for special blessings you want to
commemorate, or just for blessings received. The plants are $9 each. We can only accept checks or
cash. Please make the checks out to Zion Altar Guild. This is not a fund raiser! Please print your
information on the forms and include a phone number in case there are any questions. Forms will also
be available on Zion's website and on the Facebook page. Please mail in the forms to the church office
with payment if you are unable to attend services. Last order date is Sunday, December 5th. A list of
the memorials/blessings will be printed. (FYI: at least 80 plants are needed to create a full tree.) If you
have any questions, please contact Lisa Anthony 815-353-8171. Thank you so much!

!!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!
The M.O.R.E. Center Food Pantry will be handing out FREE Christmas meals to anyone and everyone.
There is no paperwork involved, any qualifying factors, or pre-sign up needed. Christmas Meals will be
available for pick up during the following dates and times, with your choice of either a turkey or ham:
December 15th 4:00 - 6:30 PM
December 16th 9:00 -12:00 PM
December 22nd 4:00 - 6:30 PM
December 23rd 9:00 -12:00 PM
We thank the M.O.R.E. Center for providing this wonderful opportunity to our community.

Community Christmas Carol Event
The Gather together with everyone from the community as we celebrate the season in song &
fellowship. We will enjoy wassail and cookies while strolling the neighborhood singing the old time
carols we all know and love. Join us for this fun event for the whole family on Sunday, December 12 th,
at 6:30 pm.
Zion Lutheran Church, 412 Jackson Street, Marengo, IL 60152
Please RSVP to the church office at (815) 568-6564 and let us know if you can bring cookies or
wassail.

Custodial Position
Zion is looking for custodial help for the Early Childhood Center. This would entail approximately 3
hours 5 days a week. Cleaning would need to be done in the evening hours. If interested please contact
the church office.

Healing
Peggy Pierce
Kristina Johnson
Patricia
(friend of Ron Snyder)
Comfort and Peace
Families of
Jan Shambo
&
Karen Hartman

Altar Flowers
From: Huntley Floral
Mark & Deb Schmidt
Altar Guild

Bible Study
Come and join us this Sunday at
9:15 AM as we continue reading
the book of John. Join us the
first weekend of December
when we begin to read through
and study the book of Acts.
Bible study meets in the
Zion chapel.

New in the Narthex
December Newsletter

SCRIP
Orders are due
Monday, Nov. 29th , Dec. 6th
& Dec. 13th at 8AM.

Last Week’s Attendance
Total – 313
Sat. 5:00 PM .......................... 71
Sun. 8:00 AM ...................... 111
Sun. 10:30 AM ...................... 87
Mon. 6:30 PM ....................... 44

Financial Recap
GENERAL GIVING:
Weekly Budget
$17,550
Weekly Nov. 21st
$18,055

Give a Prayer Shawl
Bring something warm to pray with a friend or neighbor: Our ladies have been hard at work making warm prayer shawls over these past
months, and have an abundance to share with our congregation! Please consider taking a prayer shawl to a friend or neighbor from those
available this weekend. Share a prayer in the name of Jesus with them as you do! Thanks to all who have given of their time in making prayer
shawls.

Special Scrip News
We will be doing weekly orders on: 11/29, 12/6, and 12/13. Scrip has special denomination amounts available while supplies lasts:


$5 cards include: Barnes and Noble, Cold Stone Creamery, Panera Bread, Starbucks, and Taco Bell.



$10 cards include Amazon, Applebee’s, CVS, Olive Garden, Home Depot, IHop, Meijer, Outback, Red Lobster, Regal, Safeway, Target
and Walmart.

Custodial Position
Zion is looking for custodial help for the Early Childhood Center. This would entail approximately 3 hours 5 days a week. Cleaning would
need to be done in the evening hours. If interested please contact the church office.

Social Actions Annual Coat Drive
It is that time of the year again. It almost seemed as though beautiful fall weather would just keep on going and going. But, we all know that
winter will be here sooner than we would like. So, it is time to check those closets for gently used coats, hats, and mittens that you family will
not be using. Our donation box will be in the cloak room again. All items collected will be given to The MORE Center so that others in our
community will be able to keep warm this winter. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated. I would also like to thank all who have
continue to support Social Actions with your financial donations. Again, your generosity and concern for the wellbeing of others is greatly
appreciated.

The Lord’s Love Project
"[God] has scattered abroad His gifts to the poor; His righteousness endures forever." (2 Corinthians 8:9)
The LOVE Project has been a longstanding project of our Zion congregation, connecting people in a tangible way with the love of Jesus
through gifts of food during the holiday season. The LOVE Project will be starting up again for 2021, with some slightly different procedures
for this year:


We will receive donations to purchase Scrip cards for families to use in our community. Order forms will be available or cash
donations will be accepted to buy as needed.



We will receive names of families to receive LOVE Project gifts through the MORE Center in Marengo. All LOVE Project gifts will
be picked up at the MORE Center using their safe pickup procedure.



If you know of a family in need, please submit their name to Pastor Ripke so we can include them in the blessings of the LOVE
Project during this season.



We are not accepting donations this year of turkeys, hams, toys, food, or any other items.



Monetary donations & Scrip cards will be received beginning November 1 and continuing through December 9th, with distribution
on December 16th.

We are thankful for the work of our LOVE Project committee, who has worked hard to continue to help families in our community during
these times. We pray that God would bless our efforts to share His love with those around us.
The Love Project Committee

Service of Extra Precaution
On Wednesday, December 22nd at 10AM, we will again be worshiping together at Zion in our "Service of Extra Precaution." This shortened
service (approx. 20-25 min.) of Word & Sacrament is held in the sanctuary to provide extra physical distancing, and all worshipers are asked
to wear masks throughout the service. Consider attending this service if you have not been in the Lord's house for awhile, or invite a friend
who may be wishing to step forward and worship our Lord in this unique worship opportunity. This service will be the midweek worship
opportunity for the fourth week of Advent.

